
 

Number of times the library was visited  54,235 

Number of library card holders 10,222 

Number of library materials checked out to card holders 78,278 

Number of library materials loaned to other libraries  7,964 

Number of state and private grant dollars awarded for 

special projects 

$130,383 

Number of hours open 2,512 

Number of library-sponsored programs offered 453 

Number of attendees at library- sponsored programs 10,825 

Number of preschool story times for children ages 2-5 89 

Number of children, teens, & adults who attended Sum-

mer Reading programs 

2,408 

Number of group and one-on-one digital literacy ses-

sions offered 

87 

Number of attendees at all digital literacy sessions 206 

Number of times library computers & wireless service 

were used 

15,273 

Number of times library meeting rooms were used by 

community groups for meetings, events, & fund raisers 

 

389 

Approved 2015 tax levy $409,272 

Average library tax bill per household $77 

Total state aid to library in 2015 $9,143 

Your Library by the Numbers - 2015 

DAVID A. HOWE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
2015 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY 

2015was a year of important tran-

sitions and accomplishments, 

including new staff members, 

technologies, programs, building 

renovations, and a major author 

visit! 

A new Technology Trainer & Co-

ordinator of Teen Services, Eric 

Mikols, was appointed in March. 

Under his direction, teens are 

enjoying a variety of high-interest 

programs, and technology clas-

ses have been overhauled to 

include individual tutoring ses-

sions and pertinent class offer-

ings for young professionals.  

After 26 years of service, Chil-

dren’s Librarian Lois Bulger re-

tired in March. A new Children’s 

Librarian, Keturah Cappadonia, 

was hired in May.  She has creat-

ed new drop-in story hours, and 

is continuing to offer highly cher-

ished programs such as the Fan-

cy Tea Party in the summer. 

Award-winning author Joyce 

Carol Oates visited the Nancy 

Howe Auditorium in October 

thanks to the efforts of Head of 

Adult Services Nic Gunning, and 

funding provided by Houghton 

College and the Friends of the  

Library. 

The Wellsville Elks Club and the 

Friends provided funds to reno-

vate the lower stacks in the 

Youth Services Department and 

for a reading area for teens on 

the main floor. 

Other accomplishments included 

the completion of a  new 5-year 

strategic plan, the production of 

a new podcast, All the Books, by 

staff members Nic Gunning and 

Eric Mikols, and the installation 

of a high efficiency heating sys-

tem which will save the Library 

thousands of dollars in heating 

costs annually! 

Head of Children’s Services Keturah 

Cappadonia also joined in 2015 

2015: The Year  in Pictures 

Technology Trainer & Coordinator 

of Teen Services Eric Mikols joined 

the staff in 2015 
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By Michelle La Voie, Library Director 

The Minecraft Club meets in the 

library’s new Makerspace 

Award winning author Joyce Carol 

Oates (center) spoke at the Library 

in 2015  

Head of Adult Services Nic Gunning, 

and Eric Mikols, produce an episode 

of the library’s new podcast 

The library’s 60-year-old boiler  

(pictured) was replaced in 2015 



 

What People Borrowed in 2015 

Patrons borrowed a total of  83,444 items in 2015—an average of 228 

items per day.  Patrons are not limited to borrowing only when the 

library is open, as our digital collections are available  24/7 year round. 

DVDs continue to be the most borrowed items. The library has over 

2,900 movies, including new releases, classics, children’s movies, 

documentaries, and artistic and foreign films. The next most-

borrowed items were children’s fiction books, including picture 

books and chapter books.  Adult fiction came in third with over 

16,000 loans.   

The library’s collection consists of 97,831 volumes, including 29,879 

children’s books, 61,841 adult titles, and 1,328 audiobooks on CD. In 

addition, patrons have access to 12,437 e-books . The library added 

4,440 items to its collections in 2015, including a new section of 

graphic novels for all ages. 

The library offers 15 public workstations 
for adult and juvenile patrons, and 8 
iPads for public use. The iPads were pur-
chased through grant funding from 
Southern Tier West.  The library’s free 
wireless hotspot was used 5,804 times in 
2015. 

Available for checkout are 6 MP3 players, preloaded with music from 
pop to classical, 6 pre-
loaded Nook ebook 
readers,  a Kindle Fire, 
an iPad, and 2 laptops, 
plus Leap Pads and 
VTechs for children. 

A new Tech Center was established in 2014 as a permanent location 
for the Technology Department, where classes and drop-in labs are 

regularly scheduled. It is 

evolving into a full Maker 
Space, where  patrons can 
come to learn new tech-
nologies and where 
groups can gather to work 
on projects using new and 
“old” technologies, from 
video editing to quilting! 

With 71% approval, residents of the Wellsville School District voted 

to increase library tax support by $6,384. This funding  increase be-

gan during the library’s 2016 fiscal year.  This was a 1.56% increase of 

the existing $409,271 approved by the school district residents.  

 

 

INCOME 

Endowment…………………………………………………..$207,390 

WCSD Taxpayers……………………………………………..$409,271 

Gifts & Grants…………………………………………………$61,981 

Fees & Other Income.…………………………………..…….$30,071 

TOTAL INCOME…………………………………….………...$708,713 

EXPENSES 

Personnel..…………………………...…………………….....$522,719 

Administration………………………...………………………$47,339 

Collection Development…………………..………………….$40,897 

Facility…………………………...…………………………….$65,222 

Technology………………………………………………….…$41,928 

TOTAL EXPENSES…………………………………………….$718,104 

Library Operating Income and Expenses 

The Nancy Howe Auditorium  

Technology Services 

The Nancy Howe Audi-

torium at the Library 

was visited 6,029 times 

by Wellsville area resi-

dents seeking cultural 

entertainment and edu-

cational programs. The 

auditorium provided 

108 programs for peo-

ple of all ages. Pro-

grams included: aca-

demic lectures, author visits, films, concerts, theatrical performanc-

es and children’s entertainment. 

Programs in the auditorium are paid for in part through state and 

private grants, organizational sponsorships and contributions from 

members of the community.   

The auditorium was 

also used by numerous 

community groups this 

year.  Area organiza-

tions used the facility 

for meetings, work-

shops, movie show-

ings , recitals, and 

training sessions.  

Number of Website visitors 52,966 

Number of Facebook page “likes” 1,638 

Number of  Twitter followers 230 

Number of YouTube channel views 518 

Music CDs, 2571 Audiobooks, 2213

Adult Fiction 
Books, 16358

Adult Non-Fiction, 
6518

Children's Fiction, 
19552

Children's Non-
Fiction, 3646

Digital Media, 
11009

DVDs, 21577

Total Circulation Statistics for 2015



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In 2015, thirteen volun-
teers worked 400 hours 
for the library and  
community.  

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
BOARD MEMBERS 
Kris Bailey, President 
Jodi Bailey, Vice President 
Monica Finn, Secretary 
Gina Elliott, Treasurer 
Jenn Allen 
Nick Freeman 
Ursula Gray 
Laurie Hennessy 
Mary Piscitelli 
Chris Torrey 
Mary Zdrojewski 
 
In 2015, the Friends donated 

over $14,000 to help pay for 

library programs and re-

sources ! 

VOLUNTEERS 
Ann Brocci 
Linda Cook 
Betty Erwin 
Joan Guiney 
Liz Heywood 
Stacey Howe 
Nancy Lewis 
Kendra Mikols 
Anne Recio 
Bette Robarts 
Jude Ryczek 
Wyatt Sturdevant 
Judy Winslow 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Donald Comstock 

Mark Finn 

Geralyn Gough 

Bill Joy 

Ed Pekarek 

Janice Porter 

Roxane Schmidt 

Anne Sobeck 

Connie Synakowski 

Voni Walker 

People At The Library (2015) 

LIBRARY STAFF  

Full Time 

Lois Bulger, Children’s Librarian (January-February)                                

Keturah Cappadonia, Head of Children’s Services 

(May-Present) 

Nic Gunning, Head of Circulation and Adult Services 

Michelle La Voie, Library Director  

Eric Mikols, Teen Coordinator and Technology Trainer 

(March-Present) 

Floyd Reynolds, Custodian 

Darlene Sherwood, Senior Clerk 

Eileen Stott Tecza, Auditorium Director 

Summer Reading Program 

The theme of the 2015 Summer Reading Pro-

gram for Children was Every Hero Has a Story. 

The program encouraged participants to ex-

plore stories of heroes in fiction, history, sci-

ence, mythology, and in everyday life with story-

hour programs, arts and crafts, and other activi-

ties. 172 children participated in the program. 62 

participants registered in our Listener program 

for preschool-age children, and 110 children reg-

istered in our Reader program for elementary-

age students. 

A total of 3,616 books were checked out by par-

ticipants in the children’s’ summer reading pro-

gram. 43 individual programs were offered for 

children during the six-week program. Total 

attendance at these programs was 1,024, includ-

ing parents and caregivers who attended pro-

grams with children.  

The Teen Summer Reading Program, Unmask, 

had 133 participants! Each week, teens were 

able to enter raffles for prizes, with the chance 

to win the grand prize Kindle Fire!  We had 20 

programs over the course of the summer. 

The adult summer reading program, Escape the 

Ordinary, was also a success.   

This year, 84 of the participants were female 

and 17 were male. The first hundred participants 

received a tote bag just for registering. A $25 

Chamber of Commerce gift certificate was 

awarded  in each of the six weeks of the pro-

gram. A winner was selected from 884 entries 

to receive the grand prize of a Nook Tablet at 

the end of the program.  We offered 18 unique 

programs for adults!  

 

Part Time 

Jackie Angel 

Liz Buchholz 

Rick Dodd 

Nick Foster 

Lauren Gabrielle 

Ann Giddings 

Niki Gordon 

Ursula Gray 

Tom Grimes 

Ann Kemp 

Diana Kuzara 

Peter Mangels 

Daryl Ordiway 

Ken Reichman 

Amanda Smith 

Jessica Wieszczyk 

 

Children, 172

Teen, 33

Adult, 101
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$75,000+ 
Mrs. Harriett H. Bradley Estate 
 
$10,000+ 
Mrs. Luanne Comstock & Family  
Friends of the David A. Howe Pub-
lic Library 
F.T. and Anna C. Manley Memorial 
Fund 
 
$5,000+ 
Otis Eastern 
 
$1,000+ 
Allegany Arts Association 
Alstom Power Co. 
Belovsky Family Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Downs 
Elks Club of Wellsville 
Monday Club 
Moogan Family Foundation 
NYS Council on the Arts 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Tecza 
 
$500+ 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Beckhorn 
Kathy J. Cook 
Frey & Campbell, Inc. 
L. C. Whitford Co., Inc. 
Pro Am Charities 
Short’s Convenience Store 
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Smith 
 
$250+ 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry C. Clark 
Mr. & Mrs. James Dello 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Gildner 
Mr. & Mrs. Clinton Gilkey 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Gough 
John Hammond 
Mr. & Mrs. Preston L. Lucas 
Scott Martelle 
Mrs. Jean Richmond 
John & Doris Rigas Family 
Walker Business Services 
 
$100+  
Georgana Cochran 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Comstock 
Sharon W. Hedrick-Ash 
Mrs. Robert Heywood 
Pamela Horr 
American Legion Post 702 
Lions Club of Wellsville 
Mrs. James Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. John Giopulos 
Mr. & Mrs. John Lewis 

Shirley Lyon-Bentley 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Maiden 
Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Rigas 
Mr. & Mrs. Gregg Shear 
Anne Walchli 
Richardson & Stout 
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Canfield 
Allegany County ARC 
Peder and Bonnie H. Hancher 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert McEnroe 
J. W. Embser Sons Funeral Home 
Helen Bing 
John M.  Carter 
Donna Compitello 
Jeremy Dahlgren 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Burton Daily 
Mrs. Kathleen Decker 
James & Marjorie Fulmer 
Madeleine Gasdik 
Mr. John Giddings 
Mr. George Goetschius 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Good 
Mr. Gordon Grantier 
Elaine Hunt 
Mrs. Marion Johnson 
Mrs Lorraine Joyce 
Mr. & Mrs. William Loughlin 
Glenn F. Mallory 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Masin 
Phil & Jocelyn Masin 
Lee Groves O'Brien 
Mrs. Barbara Raines 
Anne Recio 
Mr. Bruce Reuning 
Lynn M. Rositzke 
Lura Rouse 
Marc & Louise Sattler 
Mr. & Mrs. James Paul Spellicy 
Mr. & Mrs. James Stevens 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Synakowski 
Mr Arthur Van Tyne 
Roslyn Vanderlinde 
Alexanderina Vigh 
Virginia Vincent 
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Walchli 
Patricia Weigold 
Mr. & Mrs. Ian Whitehouse 
B.P.O.E. Lodge 1495 
Race Services Inc. 
Sandle Custom Bearing Corp. 
Staff of NYSORPS 
Wellsville Lions Charities 
 
$50+ 
Mary Huntington 
Mary Botens 
Mrs. Beverly Harder 

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Hirsch 
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Krupnik 
Mrs. Sylvia Masin 
Mr. & Mrs. John M Richardson 
Alan & Doris Hanchett 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Kailbourn 
Nancy Alt 
Mr. & Mrs. Nyhl Austin 
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Benedict 
Carol Bradley 
Mr. Larry Browning 
Mr. & Mrs. Galen Buchholz 
Kim Chandler 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Christman 
Mr. & Mrs. John F. Cole 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Colligan 
Gail Corwin 
Mr. & Mrs. John Cunningham 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Dahlgren 
Mr. & Mrs. John Dean 
Betty Del Vecchio 
Dr. Christopher Depner 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Fanton 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Forsberg 
Mrs. Elaine Fulmer 
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Gardner 
Margie Glosser Gill 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin O. Harris 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hollis 
Angie Hong 
Betty Hungerford 
Mr. & Mrs. John Klavuhn 
Dick & Ruth Kling 
Emily Kordasiewicz 
Connie Kulik 
Ellen Kurschner 
Mr. & Mrs. James Leonard 
Bruce & Joan Martelle 
Anne Mercier 
Ms. Carolyn J. Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Alton Morgan 
Mr. Robert M. Mountain 
Mrs. Amy Palmer 
Marilee Patterer 
Susan Pederson 
Mr. & Mrs. James G. Raptis 
Eleanor Reynolds 
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Rohrabacher 
Becky Seel 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Shoemaker 
Mrs. Maxine Simons 
Mrs. Melvena Smith 
Alpheus & Senta Streeter 
Mrs. Philip Swarthout 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Tezak 
Kyle Torok 
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Mr. & Mrs. Michael Tronetti 
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Van Dine 
Mr. Charles Yazak 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Arbor Capital Management 
Business and Professional Women 
Hamilton Shoe Store, Inc. 
Jones Memorial Hospital 
 
$25+ 
Robert N. Sanders 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Savins 
Theresa Davidson 
Terry Engelder 
John & Carol Ervay 
Nancy Lewis 
Mr. & Mrs. Lester Loucks 
Keith Rumsey 
Creative Writers (CWST) 
Mrs. Patricia Kailbourn 
Mr. & Mrs. David Maskens 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Raven 
Al & Virginia Vossler 
Mr. Frank T. Andolina 
Mr. & Mrs. Wilson Butz 
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Cole 
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Crittenden 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Dahlgren 
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Dye 
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Embser 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Enderle 
Anna Fleeger 
Marge & Jim Goodspeed 
Mr. & Mrs. William Gordon 
Marcia Granger 
Dortha James 
Richard & Linda Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald R. Latten 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Mercier 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Palmer 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Palmer 
Mr. & Mrs. David Pinney 
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Robarts 
Mrs. Joan Rosell 
Mrs. James E. Searle 
Mr. & Mrs. Rich Shear 
Mr. & Mrs. Lyman Sheils 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Smith 
Barbara  Snyder 
Heather Wightman 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Woolston 
Nora Zinner 
Ladies Golf Assoc. 
Women of the Moose 
 
 

$10+ 
Jeanne Attridge 
Mr. & Mrs. James Fisher 
Peter Giopulos 
Dan & Joan Guiney 
Dr. John Halpenny 
Jane Harder 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Knobloch 
Wendy Lanterman 
Suzanne McCrea 
Frederick & Kathleen Murphy 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Norton 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Schoenthal 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Shouldis 
Marilyn Lester 



 

The David A. Howe  Public Library: Continuity and Change 

Then: a meeting of the Wells-
ville Garden Club in the Li-
brary’s County Room  
  
Groups have always enjoyed 
the Library’s meeting rooms , 
using them for learning and 
recreational activities . 
 

 
Then: Children check out books in the 
Children’s Department. 

 
People from across Allegany County 
and beyond have fond memories of 
the Library’s Children’s Department, 
including story hours, craft pro-
grams, great books, and friendly, 
caring staff.  

 
 
 

 
Then: The Players in the Nancy 
Howe Auditorium. 
 
Built to meet the cultural and 
recreational expectations of a 
growing community, the Nancy 
Howe Auditorium has been a 
major venue in the county for 
theatre, lectures, musical pro-
ductions, and more. 

Now: Children and teens make 
“dino prints” (dinosaur foot-
prints) from clay in the County 
Room. 
 
Local youth learn about sci-
ence through fun, hands-on 
projects during after school 
programs offered at the Li-
brary. 

 
Now: 
Youth 
gather at 
the desk 
in the 
Youth 
Services 
Depart-
ment. 
 
In 2015, the name of the Children’s Department was changed  to 
Youth Services, and a teen coordinator was hired to serve this 
unique age group.  
 

Now: The Valley Theatre 
performs in the Auditorium. 
 
Theatre groups, perform-
ers and educators continue 
to better the lives of Alle-
gany County residents in 
the Nancy Howe Auditori-
um. 

By Michelle La Voie, Library Director 
Nonprofit 

Organization 
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Visit us online at www.davidahowelibrary.org for a listing of free concerts, lectures, movie showings & children’s programs 


