
 

Number of times the library was visited  56,835 

Number of library card holders 10,555 

Number of library materials checked out to card holders 73,445 

Number of library materials loaned to other libraries  14,368 

Number of state and private grant dollars awarded for 

special projects 

$30,757 

Number of hours open 2,552 

Number of library-sponsored programs offered 716 

Number of attendees at library- sponsored programs 26,005 

Number of early literacy programs for children ages 0-5 213 

Number of children, teens, & adults who attended Sum-

mer Reading programs 

3,268 

Number of group and one-on-one digital literacy sessions 

offered 

230 

Number of attendees at all digital literacy sessions 244 

Number of times library computers & wireless service 

were used 

16,610 

Number of the  ‘All the Books Show’ library podcast 
listens in 2019 

     11,201 

Number of times library meeting rooms were used by 

community groups for meetings, events, & fund raisers 

 

297 

Approved 2019 tax levy $430,932 

Total state aid to library in 2019 $10,815 

Your Library by the Numbers - 2019 

DAVID A. HOWE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
2019 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY 

 

Eric leads a class tour through the 

Youth Services section. 

2019: The Year  in Review 
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Frederick Knott’s mystery Write Me 

a Murder was staged in the Nancy 

Howe Auditorium. 

Architectural students from Alfred 

Stage College came for a full tour of 

the Building and Grounds  

 

Don Comstock with current direc-

tor Nic Gunning as well as former 

directors Michelle La Voie and Brian 

Hildreth. 

Special scaffolding was con-

structed to protect the roof and 

give full access to the cupola 

Before and after shots of the iconic weather vane. 

The Back Terrace from the top of the Cupola 

In 2019 we celebrated some 

major milestones, said some 

goodbyes and finished a massive 

building project.  

Donald Comstock celebrated 40 

years  as board president. This 

milestone was commemorated 

with a reception featuring staff 

members, trustees and Friends 

both past and present. 

Long-time staff members Ursula 

Gray and Floyd Reynolds moved 

on after many years of faithful 

service.  We are grateful for their 

time here. 

The biggest challenge of 2019 

was the renovation and mainte-

nance of the cupola.  After years 

of planning and preparations we 

were able to restore the cupula 

to it’s former glory. In the pro-

cess, nearly 70,000 honeybees 

were safely relocated from their 

home in the pillars! 



 

What People Borrowed in 2019 

Patrons borrowed a total of 73,445 items in 2019—an average of 201 

items per day.  Patrons are not limited to borrowing only when the 

library is open, as our digital collections are available  24/7 year 

round. 

In 2019, DVDs were the most borrowed items in the library’s collec-

tion with 20,519. Children’s fiction books came in second with 17,288 

loans. This includes picture books, juvenile fiction, and young adult 

fiction. Adult fiction came in third with 13,439 loans.   

The library’s collection consists of 132,810 items, including 32,833 

youth books, 64,423 adult titles, 3,782 DVDs, and 3,160 audiobooks 

on CD. In addition, patrons have access to 18,184 e-books . The li-

brary added 7,253 items to its collections in 2019. 

As much as we love having people 
coming to us, we take great pride 
in the services we are able to pro-
vide outside of the library as well.  
Whether it is bringing deposit col-
lections to area organizations or 
offering off-site programs, we 
always look forward to connecting 
with people in new ways. 

We maintain partnerships with a number of local nonprofit organiza-
tions, schools, and small businesses to help create new avenues for 
collaboration. This includes taking 
library books to care facilities and 
the jail, doing programming in the 
schools and providing services to 
those who are unable to come to 
the library themselves. Partners we 
worked with for programming in 
2019 include Angelica Community 
Radio, Wellsville YMCA, Immaculate 
Conception School, WIC, Wellsville 
Central School, the Pennsylvania Lumber Museum, Alfred State Col-
lege, Accord Corporation, Jones Memorial Hospital, Manor Hills, the 
Allegany Arts Association, the Allegany County Blind Association, 
Allegany County Office for the Aging & Meals on Wheels, Allegany 
ARC,  Wellsville Rotary Club, Headstart, The Allegany County Jail and 
the Belmont American Legion. 

INCOME 
Endowment………………………………………………….. $138,141 
WCSD Taxpayers………..….…………………………………$430,932 
Gifts & Grants…………………………………………………$207,663 
Fees & Other Income.…………………………………..….$14,218 
TOTAL INCOME……………………………………...………   $790,954 

 

EXPENSES 
Personnel……………………….……………………………..$433,944 
Administration……………….………...……………………….$28,386 
Programming…………………….……………………………...$17,313 
Collection Development…………………..…………………...$40,319 
Facility………………………………………..……………......$162,000 
Technology……………………………………………….….…$46,385 
TOTAL EXPENSES……………………………………………...$728,347 

Library Operating Income and Expenses for 2019 

The Nancy Howe Auditorium  

Library Programs & Outreach Services 

The Nancy Howe Auditorium at the Library was visited 3,517 times by 

Wellsville and surrounding area residents seeking cultural entertain-

ment, educational programs, and more. The auditorium provided 86 

programs for people of all ages.  

Programs included Theatrical Performances, Ballets, Films, Historic/

Academic Lectures, Concerts and Children’s Programming!  Each year 

we strive to bring a variety of performers to our stage. These include 

artists from our area and beyond, all with the common goal of enriching 

the lives of those in our community.  We are fortunate to have such a 

wonderfully unique venue and take pride that we are able to present 

this programming admission free, thanks in large part to our generous 

supporters.  Programs in the auditorium are paid for in part through 

state and private grants, organizational sponsorships and contributions 

from members of the community.   



 

 
  

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
BOARD MEMBERS 
 
Cindy Baker 
Kris Bailey 
Elissa Burke 
Gina Elliott 
Monica Finn 
Carol Gardner 
Laurie Hennessy 
Mary Piscitelli 
Chris Torrey 
Elaine Walsh 
Julie Wilson 
 
In 2019, the Friends donated 

$15,315 to help pay for library 

programs and resources! 

VOLUNTEERS 
Ann Brocci 
Bryan Burdick 
Linda Cook 
Julia Davenport 
Joan Guiney 
Bette Robarts 
Jude Ryczek 
Betty Stoll 
Judy Winslow 
Peter Mormino 

Jan Porter 
 

In 2019  these  
volunteers donated 338 
hours for the  library and  

community. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Donald Comstock 

Mark Finn (Jan-April) 

Madeleine Gasdik (April-Present) 

Kris Green (April-Present) 

Laurie Hennessy 

Emily Peavey  

Ed Pekarek (Jan-April) 

Janice Porter (Jan-April) 

Nancy Reuning (April-Present) 

Tom Reuning (April-Present) 

Anne Sobeck 

Connie Synakowski (Jan-April) 

Voni Walker 

People At The Library (2019) 

LIBRARY PERSONNEL  

Senior Staff 

Nicolas Gunning, Director 

Rick Dodd 

Niki Gordon 

Eric Mikols 

Kate Miller 

Ken Reichman 

Amanda Smith 

Jessica Wieszczyk 

Summer Reading Program: A Universe of Stories 

Summer Reading: Ready for Blast Off! 

2019 Summer Reading Program was a HUGE suc-

cess. Even if we don’t look at the numbers which 

were a nice uptick from the previous year, we saw 

a great impact in the attitude toward reading and 

library participation.  

Multiple families approached me to thank the li-

brary for providing diverse, fun and educational 

programs throughout the Summer. Children were 

excited to read and visit the library for special 

events such as Sign Language Lessons, many hands 

on crafts focused on outer space, the Portable 

Planetarium visit from Professor Toot of Alfred 

University, Crafts for a Cause, Storytimes, and of 

course...Slime! 

We were also very fortunate to have partnered 

with the following people and businesses: STEPS 

Dance Studio, AKT Combatives, Ida Case, Rescue 

Pups, Wellsville Police Department, Hart Comfort 

House, Allegany County TNR, Blind Association, 

Allegany County SPCA, and Total Senior Care.  

0-10 Sign Ups—231 

Programs Offered—75+ 

Books Read—2,000+ 

The Teen Summer Reading Program had more 

than 50 registered participants  with a total 

program attendance of 250! Each week, teens 

were able to enter raffles for prizes, such as 

books, movies, comics and collectibles, with the 

chance to win the grand prize Telescope! We 

had 20 programs over the course of the sum-

mer. We offered movies in the afternoons, craft 

sessions and open hours in our Teen Loft.  

The adult summer reading program had more 

than 200 participants!   The first hundred to 

register received a specially designed Summer 

Reading Program tote bag. A $25 Chamber of 

Commerce gift certificate was awarded  in each 

of the six weeks of the program.  There was a 

total of 1,033 entries  in  prize drawings.  In the 

final week a winner was selected at random to 

receive the grand prize of a Nook Tablet 10.1  

We offered 20 programs for adults including 

book clubs, inventive craft classes, author visits, 

films, our much anticipated Tuesdays on the 

Terrace, and even yoga on the front lawn! 

The Friends of the Library generously paid for 

the full cost of the 2019 Summer Reading Pro-

grams.    

Support Staff 

Malik Acosta  

Amy Cline (Dec-Present) 

Izabel Culbertson (Jul-Present) 

Darryl Depner  

Ann Giddings 

Ursula Gray (Jan-Oct) 

Gary Havens (Oct-Present) 

Alexa Hill  

Jim Knapp  

Peter Mangels 

Jason Marsden 

Nicole Pepe  

Floyd Reynolds (Jan-Aug) 

Skyler Schrlau (Jan-Aug) 

Sheyana Smith (Dec-Present) 



 

$10000 or more 
 
Friends of the Library 
Comstock of Schwab Charitable 
Kathy Farnsworth 
Charles Joyce 
 
$5000 or more 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Erland Kailbourne 
Otis Eastern 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Lynch 
 
$1000 or more 
 
Mrs. Doris MacFarquhar 
Village of Wellsville 
Daniel J. Higgins 
Monday Club 
Allegany Arts Association 
Robin & Gary Ahrens 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Downs 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert & Zalie Linn 
Mr. & Mrs. James Stevens 
 
$500 or more 
 
Allegany County Area Foundation 
Jan & Bev's Home Care Inc. 
Sandle Custom Bearing Corp. 
Frederick & Susan Beckhorn 
Kathy J. Cook 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary & Gail Goetschius 
Mr. Bernee Kapili 
Jacalyn Malaguerra 

 
$250 or more 
 
Jeremy Dahlgren, Rise Above 
Group 
Wellsville Lions Charities 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Gail Cook 
Dr. Christopher Depner 
Peder Hancher 
L. C. Whitford Co., Inc. 
Sanders Farm Service LLC 
Wellsville BPO Elks 
Wellsville Art Assoc. 
Timothy & Suzanne Colligan 
Dr. & Mrs. Roger & Holly Ford 
Ms. Samantha Gilkey 
Mr. & Mrs. William & Carol Smith 
Sharon Stout 

$100 or more 
 
James & Dorothy Spellicy 
Jack Carter 
Noel United Methodist Church 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph & Cynthia Baker 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry & Deborah Clark 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Comstock 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy & Sara Donlon 
Pamela Horr 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley & Joyce Krupnik 
Mr. & Mrs. Barry & Catherine Kulp 
Don & Judy Mong 
Mrs. Jean Richmond 
James Walchli 
Mr. & Mrs. Ian & Sandra 
Whitehouse 
J. W. Embser Sons Funeral Home 
The Evans Agency 
George & Jeanette  DeBarbieri 
Mr. & Mrs. John Giopulos 
Mrs. Barbara Hulbert  
Mr. & Mrs. Robert & Tracy Insley 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald & Jillian Joyce 
Mrs. Lorraine Joyce 
Judi Pulaski 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom & Kathie Stedina 
Daniel & Constance Synakowski 
Catherine Schuyler Chapter NSDAR 
Marge & Jim Goodspeed 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary & Gloria Fanton 
Mrs. Louann Pawlak 
American Legion Post 702 
People Inc. 
Wellsville Brewing Co. Inc. 
Wellsville Creative Arts Center, Inc. 
Mr. Frank T. Andolina 
Steven & Jacqueline Antes 
Mr. & Mrs. Hans & Doreen Arnold 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Ellen Barrett 
William & Kay Birmingham 
Mr. John Booth 
Mrs. James Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas & Agnes Brush 
Mrs. Joy Carlson 
Nancy Childs 
Mr. & Mrs. William & Patricia Childs 
Mrs. Judith Choate 
Mr. & Mrs. George Cretekos 
Mrs. Kathryn Cretekos 
Donald & Janiece Dahlgren 
Mrs. Bonnie Enke 

Mr. Gordon Grantier 
Mrs. Frances Houseman 
Richard & Nancy Keib 
Barbara Hull Kochon 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Loughlin 
Mr. & Mrs. William & Joyce Loughlin 
Mr. & Mrs. Terrance Lynch 
Mrs. Sylvia Masin 
Susan Pederson 
Mr. & Mrs. David Pinney 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Reuning 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert & Brenda Sobeck 
Terah Soule 
Mrs. Gladys Swarthout 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Tezak 

 
$50 or more 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Crowell 
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth & Penny Canfield 
Mr. & Mrs. George Goetschius 
Southwest City United Methodist 
Church 
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford & Rita Gooch 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin & Jeanne Harris 
Mr. Larry Browning 
Auxiliary Campus Enterprises and    
Services 
Cayuga Medical Center 
Thelma Rogers G. & H. Society 
Mrs. Jane Aiken 
Mr. & Mrs. Nyhl & Linda Austin 
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Benedict 
Mr. Mike Berardi, Giant Food Mart 
Robin & Jim Blake 
Laura Boehm 
Michael Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. Galen & Mary Buchholz 
Mr. David P. Canfield 
Donald & Martha Cinque 
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander & Alice Cole 
Christopher & Brenda Comstock 
Maureen P. Cooper 
Mrs. Dorothy Cornish 
Wayne & Margarita Crittenden 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Donovan 
Mr. & Mrs. John Flurschutz 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan & Diane Forsberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Keith & Barb Foster 
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Gould 
Alan & Doris Hanchett 
Jack & Michele Imszennik 
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Diane & William Jens 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald & Harriet Latten 
Mr. & Mrs. James & Donna Leonard 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert & Patricia Maiden 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman & Wilda Miller 
Mr. Robert M. Mountain 
Mr. & Mrs. John & Gwen Potter 
Mr. & Mrs. James & Demetra Raptis 
Eleanor Reynolds 
Brent & Pam Rohrabacher 
Mrs. Maxine Simons 
Mrs. Melvena Smith 
Susan Szczerbacki 
Jeanine & Kurt Thurmaier 
Ms. Jody Torrey 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Linda Tronetti 
Al & Virginia Vossler 
Richard Watkins 
Mrs. Jane White 
Aaron & Margaret Whitehouse 
Mrs. Marcile Woelfel 

 
$25 or more 
 
Michael & Jeannette Cobb 
Ms. Kimberly Rooney 
Terry & Bonnie Cummings 
Mr. & Mrs. K. David & Janice Porter 
Marsha & David Sick 
Mr. & Mrs. Dominick Petrelli 
Mrs. Joanne Allen 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Breindel 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Christman 
Mr. & Mrs. John & Nitia Cole 
Fj Concierge 
Mr. & Mrs. Darrin Cornell 
Mr. & Mrs. Denis Dahlgren 
Mr. & Mrs. John & Wanda Dean 
Betty Del Vecchio 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick & Ellen Dugan 
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Embser 
Lee Gridley 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Hand 
Richard & Kathleen Hollis 
Mr. & Mrs. Wolf & Hanna Jukeoff 
Mrs. Yvonne Miles 
Helen Monroe 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin & Sheila Murphy 
John & Debra Ramsperger 
Ross & Brenda Robarts 
Mrs. Joan Rosell 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Shedlock 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph & Lois Spinelli 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Pamela Torok 
 
$10 or more 
 
Kristin Buchholz 
Mrs. Joan Cady 
Ted & Elizabeth Conrad 
Frank & Cathleen Linnecke 
Mr. Arthur Van Tyne 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Burton Daily 
Dan & Joan Guiney 
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Cedruly 
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