
 

Number of times the library was visited  56,835 

Number of library card holders 10,386 

Number of library materials checked out to card holders 36,448 

Number of library materials loaned to other libraries  7,608 

Number of state and private grant dollars awarded for 

special projects 

$8199 

Number of hours open 1,698 

Number of library-sponsored programs offered 

Number of online library programs offered 

315 

239 

Number of attendees at library-sponsored programs 

Number of attendees at online library programs 

14,385 

Number of early literacy programs for children ages 0-5 86 

Number of children, teens, & adults who attended     

Summer Reading programs 

619 

Number of group and one-on-one digital literacy sessions 

offered 

78 

Number of attendees at all digital literacy sessions 79 

Number of times library computers & wireless service 

were used 

5189 

Number of All the Books Show library podcast listens in 
2020 

     10,421 

Number of times library meeting rooms were used by 

community groups for meetings, events, & fundraisers 

 

77 

Approved 2020 tax levy $430,932 

Total state aid to library in 2020 $2325 

Your Library by the Numbers - 2020 

DAVID A. HOWE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
2020 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY 
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This year brought un-

precedented challenges 

that required a lot of 

out-of-the-box thinking. 

We strove to stay con-

nected with the community and with each 

other while trying to provide the best service 

possible. The community was supportive and 

understanding, and slowly but surely, we 

found a way forward together.  

We saw amazing growth in usage of digital 

ebooks and audiobooks through Libby.  The 

library podcast saw a sizeable increase in lis-

tens.  We had people waiting at the door for 

the first day of curbside service. As outdoor 

programming became possible, we were en-

couraged to see so many people here enjoy-

ing the grounds.  

In March of 2020, we said goodbye to Eric 

Mikols, our Teen Librarian of 5 years. He and 

his wife, Kendra (formerly of the Andover 

Central School), relocated to 

North Carolina where he con-

tinues his work in the library 

field. 

In his time with us, Eric con-

nected with our teen patrons through inter-

active and thoughtful programming. He also 

worked to open to Teen Loft, 

providing them with a dedicat-

ed space. He improved our 

movie and music collections, 

expanded the YA section, 

helped introduce graphic nov-

els for all ages, and was instrumental in 

launching the library podcast. Eric left a last-

ing impact, and we wish him and Kendra all 

the best.  - Nic Gunning, Director 



 

What People Borrowed in 2020 

Patrons borrowed a total of 56,222 items in 2020—an average of 154 

items per day. Patrons are not limited to borrowing only when the 

library is open as our digital collections are available 24/7 year round. 

In 2020, e-books were the most borrowed items in the library’s col-

lection with 12,200. Children’s fiction books came in second with 

5,986 loans. This includes picture books, juvenile fiction, and young 

adult fiction. DVDs came in third with 5,883 loans.   

The library’s collection consists of 139,066 items, including 33,450 

youth books, 65,152 adult titles, 3,975 DVDs, and 3,257 audiobooks 

on CD. In addition, patrons have access to 21,478 e-books. The li-

brary added 8,308 items to its collections in 2020. 

At the start of the year, our regular outreach programs were in full swing. This 
included regular book deliveries to senior care facilities, local businesses, and the 
Allegany County Jail. We also did regular story times at daycares and teen book 
clubs out in the community. 

As things began to change and we were forced to go 
digital, the race was on to come up with meaningful 
programs that could be accessed remotely. We began 
with live book clubs and video story times. The library 
podcast, The All the Books Show (later called Howe’s 
Things) continued production, lining up special guests 
including authors like Justina Ireland, Susan Wiggs, 
and Shea Fontana.   

We then increased the output with regular video programs like crafts for kids 
and live musical performances for all ages. We held live discussions with other 

libraries finding how each community was coping and 
responding. We held outdoor family movie showings that 
provided a safe and entertaining place for families to go. 

The youth department did everything they could to keep 
on the cutting edge of fun and deliberate digital program-
ming. We read nightly bedtime stories and full novels and 

discovered fun at-home science experiments and crafts as well as playing games 
like Among Us and even watching movies together. Through these programs, 
we were able to reach our patrons in new and exciting ways.  

Since we couldn’t have live theater this year, we recorded an audio 
drama based on the classic radio series Dragnet. It was a challeng-
ing year that encouraged us to find new ways of connecting. 

INCOME 
Endowment………………………………………………….. $136,607 
WCSD Taxpayers………..….…………………………………$430,932 
Gifts & Grants…………………………………………………$47,097 
Fees & Other Income.…………………………………..….$2,416 
TOTAL INCOME……………………………………...………    $617,052 

 

EXPENSES 
Personnel……………………….……………………………..$406,601 
Administration……………….………...……………………….$21,108 
Programming…………………….……………………………...$8,401 
Collection Development…………………..…………………...$36,913 
Facility………………………………………..……………......$105,999 
Technology……………………………………………….….…$24,079 
TOTAL EXPENSES……………………………………………...$603,101 

Library Operating Income and Expenses for 2020 

The Nancy Howe Auditorium  

Library Programs & Outreach Services 

Within the first two and a half months of 2020, the Nancy Howe         

Auditorium at the Library was visited 598 times by Wellsville and        

surrounding area residents seeking cultural entertainment, educational 

programs, and more. The auditorium provided 14 live and in-person  

programs for people of all ages. These programs included Concerts, 

Magicians, Sign Language Classes, and Movies. 

In mid-March, we made the switch to virtual programming. During this 

time, we provided opportunities for our patrons to take part in Audio 

Dramas, Plays, Music Education Programs, and Historical Speakers, all 

from the comfort of their own home. These programs were presented 

over ZOOM and video on demand or premiered on the library’s YouTube 

Channel. These four programs were viewed/visited 136 times by patrons 

of all ages. 

Programs in the auditorium and virtually are paid for in part through 

state and private grants, organizational sponsorships, and contributions 

from members of the community.   



 

 
  

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
BOARD MEMBERS 
 
Cindy Baker 
Kris Bailey 
Elissa Burke 
Gina Elliott 
Monica Finn 
Carol Gardner 
Laurie Hennessy 
Mary Piscitelli 
Chris Torrey 
Elaine Walsh 
Julie Wilson 
 
In 2020, the Friends donated 

$2,500 to help pay for library 

programs and resources! 

VOLUNTEERS 
Ann Brocci 
Linda Cook 
Joan Guiney 
Jude Ryczek 
Peter Mormino 
Eric Mikols 
Betty Stoll 
Judy Winslow 

 
In 2020, these  

volunteers donated 103 
hours for the library and  

community. 
THANK YOU!!! 

 
 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Donald Comstock 

Madeleine Gasdik 

Kris Green  

Laurie Hennessy 

Emily Peavey  

Nancy Reuning  

Tom Reuning  

Anne Sobeck 

Voni Walker 

People at the Library (2020) 

LIBRARY PERSONNEL  

Senior Staff 

Nicolas Gunning, Director 

Rick Dodd 

Niki Gordon 

Eric Mikols (Jan-March) 

Kate Miller 

Ken Reichman 

Amanda Smith 

Jessica Wieszczyk 

Summer Reading Imagine Your VIRTUAL Story 

We had to get creative in order to have a distanced 

and virtual Summer Reading Program, but we 

pulled it off. Miss Kate created Book Bingo forms 

that the children could complete by reading differ-

ent types of books in different ways (Read a Fairy 

Tale, Read Outside, Read in Your Pajamas, etc.). 

Over the course of the six-week program, we had 

almost 200 Bingos returned!   

Along with the book Bingos, Miss Kate would also 

record multiple videos each week. These videos 

would coincide with a packet that families could 

pick up at our curbside location. We did fun things 

like building a homemade baking soda and vinegar 

bottle rocket, making Medusa headbands, and 

singing lots of fun songs and rhymes with our lit-

tlest library friends.  

Another program that was very exciting for all ages 

was our Imagine Your Story program where we 

spoke to different professionals and passionate 

people about their lives. We had big names like 

Mike Quinn who played a role in the Star Wars 

movies as well as Allie Colleen, up-and-coming 

country music singer. We did these programs over 

Zoom and got to hear 

about how these people 

found their way into the 

careers they love.  

Our Teen Summer Reading Program followed a 

similar structure to the children’s except that 

the teens could Choose Your Trilogy. This struc-

ture allowed the teens to choose different activ-

ities in the categories of Read, Write, and Do. 

Some suggestions were Read a Newspaper, 

Write Song Lyrics, and Do: Help Someone Gar-

den. These Trilogies helped keep teens reading 

and active over the summer!  

This year, the 

adult summer 

reading pro-

gram  involved 

both outdoor 

and online 

programs to 

keep our pa-

trons safe yet engaged. Everyone who regis-

tered received a specially designed Summer 

Reading Program tote bag. A $25 Chamber of 

Commerce gift certificate was awarded in each 

of the six weeks of the program. In the final 

week, a winner was selected at random to re-

ceive the grand prize of a Nook Tablet 10.1. Pro-

grams offered to adults included book clubs, 

take & make crafts, movies on the lawn, a paint-

and-hang craft class,  and online trivia for prizes. 

Support Staff 

Malik Acosta  

Amy Cline  

Izabel Culbertson  

Darryl Depner  

Ann Giddings 

Gary Havens  

Alexa Hill  

Jim Knapp  

Peter Mangels 

Jason Marsden 

Nicole Pepe  

Sheyana Smith  

 

 



 

$10,000 or more 
 
Kathy Farnsworth  
 
$5,000 or more 
 
Otis Eastern 
 
$1,000 or more 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Towner  
Monday Club 
Daniel J. Higgins  
Moogan Family Foundation 
Short's Convenience Store 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas & Nancy Downs 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert & Zalie Linn 
Mr. & Mrs. James & Nancy Stevens  
 
$500 or more 
 
Allegany County Area Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick & Susan Beckhorn  
Mr. & Mrs. Erland & Pauline Kailbourne  

 
$250 or more 
 
Mr. James Walchli  
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth & Geralyn Gough  
Barbara Hull Kochon  
Mr. & Mrs. John & Doris Rigas  
L. C. Whitford Co. Inc. 
Sandle Custom Bearing Corp. 
Mr. & Mrs. James & Barb Dello  
Mr. & Mrs. Preston & Pauline Lucas  
Mr. & Mrs. Terrance & Reita Lynch 
 
$100 or more 
 
Mr. & Mrs. James & Dorothy Spellicy  
Allegany Arts Association 
Brenda & Lenny Brown  
Mr. & Mrs. George Cretekos  
Dr. Christopher Depner  
Angela Glickstein  
Mr. & Mrs. Gary & Gail Goetschius  
Mr. & Mrs. Mark & Cherie Harris  
Pamela Horr  
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley & Joyce Krupnik  
Mr. & Mrs. Neil & Mary Poppendeck  
Mrs. Cynthia Sikaras  
J. W. Embser Sons Funeral Home 
Carol Bradley  

Marsha Brown  
Mr. & Mrs. Peyton & Judith Carr  
Catherine Schuyler Chapter NSDAR 
Eleanor Reynolds  
Mr. & Mrs. Rich & Gwyn Shear  
Wellsville BPO Elks 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph & Cynthia Baker  
Mr. & Mrs. Charles & Carole Bohne  
Mr. John Booth  
Ms. Susan Brague  
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest & Marsha Brown  
Wellsville Art Assoc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry & Deborah Clark  
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander & Alice Cole  
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy & Sara Donlon  
Bonnie Hastings  
Christina Johnson  
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence & Maryan Johnson  
Mr. & Mrs. Barry & Catherine Kulp  
Mr. & Mrs. Judy & Robert Loughlin  
Mr. & Mrs. Rolf & Sheila Mikkelson  
Mr. & Mrs. Don & Judy Mong  
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff & Connie Natzke  
Mr. & Mrs. John & Gwen Potter  
Linda Pullman  
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas & Nancy Reuning  
Terah Soule  
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Tezak  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Linda Tronetti  

 
$50 or more 
 
Mr. Larry Browning  
Mrs. Doris MacFarquhar  
Mr. & Mrs. Gary & Gloria Fanton  
Laura Poppendeck  
Abby Christman  
Mrs. Joan Cady  
American Legion Auxiliary 
John Adams  
Mr. & Mrs. Nyhl & Linda Austin  
Mr. & Mrs. William & Kay Birmingham  
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy & Mary Kate Cole  
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy & Suzanne Colligan  
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher & Brenda Comstock  
Mr. & Mrs. John & Wanda Dean  
Owen Dombert  
Mr. & Mrs. Alan & Diane Forsberg  
Thresa Fortner  
Mr. George Goetschius  
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford & Rita Gooch  
Mr. & Mrs. Marge & Jim Goodspeed  
Mr. Eric Jensen  
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Mr. & Mrs. William & Joyce Loughlin  
Joyce McChesney  
Mr. Robert M. Mountain  
Mr. & Mrs. John & Ann Pautler  
Mrs. Louann Pawlak  
Mr. & Mrs. James & Demetra Raptis  
Mr. & Mrs. Brent & Pam Rohrabacher  
Ms. Jody Torrey  
Al & Virginia Vossler  
Michelle Wixson  
 
$25 or more 
 
Frances J. Bovee  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Jeanette  
       DeBarbieri  
Patricia Findlay  
Bolivar-Richburg Faculty Association 
Mr. Paul Yerrick  
Mr. & Mrs. Hary & Marguerite Graves  
Linda Palmer  
Mr. & Mrs. Dominick Petrelli  
Allegany County ARC 
Mr. & Mrs. Galen & Mary Buchholz  
Mrs. Florence Buckley  
Mr. & Mrs. John & Nitia Cole  
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne & Margarita  
        Crittenden  
Mr. & Mrs. Walter & Phyllis Dennis  
Mr. & Mrs. Jon & Ann Gardner  
Mr. & Mrs. Philip & Jean Green  
Sharon W. Hedrick-Ash  
Mr. & Mrs. Richard & Kathleen Hollis  
Mr. & Mrs. Rich & Mary Iantorno  
Kalope Jamesson  
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Kailbourne  
Nancy Keic  
John Markwica  
Mrs. Sylvia Masin  
Audrey Mogenhan  
Mr. & Mrs. Edward & Suzanne Palmer  
Ms. Emily Pfuntner  
Marilyn Poppenberg  
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Transki  
Suzanne Williams  
 
$15 or more 
 
Cathy Dawson  
Saratoga Springs Retired Teachers  
        Association 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom & Kandra Hirsch  

Suzanne McCrea  
Mrs. Joanne Allen  
Mrs. Karen Copp  
Mary Fagan  
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry & Robin Harrington  
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