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FROM THE

DIRECTOR

It’s hard to believe, but 2024 marked my tenth
year at the David A. Howe Public Library. My
history as a library staffer goes back even
farther. I started my first library job as a
teenager in southwest Michigan, and it has
been fascinating to see how libraries have
evolved over these past 20 years.
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Books and literacy will always be the heart of
library service, and in fact 2024 represented
o 4 our highest circulation in 5 years as well as a
= \ record for the most digital circulation we’ve
Library Director, Nic Gunning ever had. (Seriously, if you’re not using Libby,
you should check it out. Kanopy and Mango
Languages too while you're at it!) But beyond that, the library is place where the
community feels at home because it’s yours. Whether you are a parent bringing your
kids to storytime, a teen hanging out at the Friday club, someone attending a
community meal or enjoying a concert in the auditorium, we’ve got something for
you here.
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While there will always be a place for quiet study or settling in with your favorite
book and something from the coffee cart, it is also exciting to feel the hustle and
bustle of traffic in and out of those big green doors, to see people finding their new
favorite author, or even a new friend.

I've seen the changes over the past couple of decades and am pleased with how
libraries have grown along with their communities. It’s how it should be. If life gets
you down or you just want a place where you can go to unwind and recharge, we’ll be
here. We've got you.
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